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NOTE ON NOMENCLATURE

The mother-tongue of the overwhelming majority of the
inhabitants of the late medieval Highlands was Gaelic and they
bore Gaelic names. That fact is largely obscured by the
surviving sources, predominantly written in Latin or Scots,
in which these names are represented by Latin or Scots
equivalents of the Gaelic forms, or else the Gaelic form is

preserved but in a Scots-based orthography. Modern historians
writing in English have tended to adhere to those Latinised or
Scotticised renderings.

The system of nomenclature I have adopted attempts to reconcile
the desire to make it clear that the society under consideration was
a Gaelic-speaking one, with the limitations imposed by the fact that
this thesis is composed in English. In the case of Gaelic surnames
for which an accepted English equivalent exists (e.g. MacGregor,
Macintyre, Campbell, Robertson), the English form is used. Gaelic
surnames which possess no accepted English equivalent (e.g. MacThearlaich,
MacThamhais), have been given in Gaelic. Personal names and epithets
have also been Gaelicised in every case where a reasonable certainty
exists that the individual concerned was Gaelic-speaking, providing

that the Gaelic original which underlies the recorded form of the

name or epithet can securely be deduced. Forms which I have failed

to identify are given as they appear in the sources, and underlined.
Wherever possible, place-names are given in the form in which

they appear on the modern Ordnance Survey one-inch map. Unidentified

forms are again reproduced as they appear in the original source,

and underlined.
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ABSTRACT

By the late sixteenth century, in the eyes of Scottish central
government the MacGregors had come to be perceived as probably
the most violent and lawless of the Highland clans. This fact
has been noted, but never adequately explained, by previous
historians. This thesis attempts to remedy that defect by con-
ducting the first detailed examination of the earlier history of
the MacGregors. In the process light is shed upon aspects of
the kin-based society of the late medieval Highlands: the different
political strata existing within it; the dynamics operating within
it; and the role of the crown therein. It is shown that the
MacGregors came into being in the fourteenth century, in the
lordship of Glen Orchy in north-east Argyll; that by the earlier
fifteenth century they had become a client kindred in the service
of the Campbells; that between 1437 and 1550, MacGregor expansion
eastwards (a phenomenon which was facilitated by actions of the
crown) throughout a zone extending from Rannoch south to the
Lennox was instrumental in enabling the Campbell chiefs to bring
these territories into their sphere of influence; and that within
the same period two new Campbell branches - those of Glen Orchy and,
to a lesser extent, Cawdor - came into being on the back of
MacGregor military power. In particular, the pre-eminence which
the Campbells of Glen Orchy had achieved in Breadalbane by the
early sixteenth century owed much to their close relationship
with the MacGregors, and to the extensive settlement of the
latter within this area. As a result of their rapid and

successful expansion eastwards, however, the MacGregors increased
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greatly in power, so much so that by 1550 they had become a
threat to the continued supremacy of the Campbells of Glen
Orchy within Breadalbane. The attempts of the Glen Orchy
chief Cailean Liath to neutralise that threat after 1550
sparked off a major feud in 1562, whose course was heavily
influenced by national politics. Although finally resolved
in 1570/1, the feud left a double legacy: the relationship between

the Campbells of Glen Orchy and the MacGregors never recovered,

while the Tatter's reputation for violence was now established.



INTRODUCTION

In the general histories of Scotland, the MacGregors make
their first appearance in connection with the Highland policies
of James VI.] In February 1603 the MacGregors defeated the
Colquhouns in a major engagement fought at Glen Fruin on west
Loch Lomondside. On 3 April, James and his privy council

ordained that:

the name of mcgregoure suldbe altogidder
abolisched and that the haill persounes of
that clan suld renunce thair name and tak
thame sum uther name and that They nor
nane of thair posteritie suld call thame
selffis gregor or mtgregoure thaireftir
under the payne of deade. 2

Subsequent measures and actions had as their aim the extermination

3

of the kindred. That this was not achieved is not to deny the

exceptional repression which the MacGregors experienced in specific

phases after April 1603. The laws passed against them were finally

repealed only in November ]774.4

It was originally envisaged that this thesis would deal with

the consequences of the proscription of April 1603, in the belief

that, if one could explain how the MacGregors maintained their identity
as a clan in the face of attempts to destroy that identity, much

1ight might thereby be shed on the nature of clan society in

seventeenth century Scotland. It seemed only logical to begin
by investigating the history of the MacGregors prior to 1603.

It soon became clear both that that history as yet remained

1. Donaldson, James V - James VII, 231-2; R. Mitchison, A History of

Scotland (London, 1970), 171; R. Mitchison, Lordship to Patronage:
Scotland 1603-1745 (The New History of Scotland series, vol. v,

1983), 15-16; W.C. Dickinson, Scotland from the Earliest Times to
1603 (3rd edn., revised by A.A.M. Duncan, Oxford, 1977), 389.

2. APS iv (1593-1625), 550b.
3. Ibid., 550b-551a; RPC ix (1610-13), xxxiii-x1ii; Donaldson,

- James V - James VII,. 232.
4. Kermack, The Clan MacGregor, 30.



unwritten, and that sufficient source material survived with

which to reconstruct 1t. Further research revealed the existence
of a particularly rich seam of evidence for the years between

1550 and 1570/1; and that the latter point represented an
important landmark in MacGregor history. In its final form

then, this thesis consists of an enquiry into the history of

the MacGregors before 1570/1 - although in parts of Chapters

IV and V it has proved necessary to look beyond the terminus in
order to render earlier developments fully intelligible.

The aims and terms of reference of our enquiry have naturally
been determined by the present state of historical knowledge
respecting the MacGregors in particular, and the Highlands in
general, within the late medieval period. The inadequacy of
our knowledge on both counts can best be appreciated if we point
out that the most detailed examination of the history of the

MacGregors prior to 1603 remains a paper by Donald Gregory,

5

read to the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland in 1830;" and

that the same author's History of the Western Highlands and Isles
of Scotland, from AD 1493 - AD 1625, first published in 1836, is

still the best general history of the late medieval Highlands 1in
print.
The lack of a full-scale treatment of the earlier history of

the MacGregors contrasts oddly with the fact that two major attempts
have been made to collect the source material on which the making

of such a synthesis depends. Gregory himself was a key figure

5. Gregory, Inquiry.
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in the first phase, in the earlier nineteenth century. Sub-

sequently, in the later nineteenth and earlier twentieth centuries,
Edinburgh lawyer John MacGregor made a very extensive compilation
of historical material relating to the Highlands, much of it

concerned with his own surname, and which is now housed in the

7

Scottish Record Office. Yet the step from compilation to

composition was never properly made. Donald Gregory would

almost certainly have expanded upon his paper of 1830 had it

not been for his death in 1836. The most substantial of the clan

histories - A.G.M. MacGregor's History of the Clan Gregor (1898-1901)
consists largely of extracts from the primary materials collected

in the early nineteenth century, with brief narrative linkage.

Of works to appear this century, A.A.W. Ramsey's The Arrow of
Glenlyon (1930), W.R. Kermack's The Clan MacGregor (1953) and

F. Macgregor's Clan Gregor (1977) all deal very briefly with

events prior to 1571, while Kermack alone adopts a scholarly and
critical approach.

The failure to establish the history of the MacGregors prior to
the late sixteenth century on a solid footing has left a vacuum
which some commentators have filled simply by assuming that what
was true of the proscription era must have been equally true of
earlier periods of the clan's history. General histories of
Scotland note that the MacGregors had achieved a notorious
reputation for violence and lawlessness by the late sixteenth

century, but are unable to offer any detailed and coherent

6. MacGregor, Clan Gregor i1, 2-3.
7. The John MacGregor Collection: SRO GD50.



explanation as to why this was so; some authors suggest or

imply that such behaviour had long been characteristic of

8

the clan. Again, 1t has often been arqued that the

MacGregors' difficulties began well before 1603. Gregory
believed that it was to the reign of Robert I that their
"downfall" should be dated;9 others point to the later fourteenth
and early fifteenth centuries, when the Campbells acquired the
lordship of Glen Orchy in north-east Lor'n;]0 writing of events

c.1600, E.J. Cowan states that the MacGregors, "had suffered

11

persecution and harassment for close on a century”. Finally,

the role played by the Campbells in helping to implement Govern-

2

ment policies against the MacGregors after 1603] has fuelled

the assumption that the relationship between both these kindreds
was confrontational from the start; that the Campbells, indeed,
pursued a deliberate policy of depriving the MacGregors of their
lands. The establishment of a son of the Campbell lord of Loch
Awe in the lands of Glen Orchy in 1432 has been seen as a landmark
in this process. lan Grimble refers to, "the Campbell campaign
to dispossess the MacGregors", which began in 1432 and culminated
in 1603”]3 In Sheriff Macphail's estimation, the Glen Orchy
Campbells, "pursued a policy of ruthless harrying of their less
powerful neighbours till they got the whole country into their

hands", the MacGregors being numbered among these "less powerful

14

neighbours"”. Commenting on early sixteenth century evidence for

8. See supra n.l, for references.

9. Gregory, Inquiry, 133.

10. Kermack, The Clan MacGregor, 8-9; Companion to Gaelic Scotland, 174.

1. E.J. Cowan, "Fishers in Drumlie Waters: Clanship and Campbell Expansion
in the time of Gilleasbuig Gruamach", TGSI 1iv (1984-6), 284.

12, Ibid., 286-90.

13. Companion to Gaelic Scotland, 174.
14. Highland Papers iv, 198.



cultural collaboration involving members of both kindreds,

W.J. Watson observed that such cooperation was not precluded

by "hostile relations between the MacGregors and the CampbeHs“.]5
Another symptom of the neglect of earlier MacGregor history

is the divergence of the views of the few commentators there have

been on a number of very basic issues. Firstly, there is the

question of origins. There still persists a widespread popular

belief that the MacGregors are of royal descent. Early modern

genealogical tracts and certain clan histories assert that the

MacGregors derive from the ninth century King Alpin: the MacGregor

eponym was a King Gregory, a brother or son of Alpin's own son
Kenneth, first king of Picts and Scots.lﬁ It follows that the
MacGregors came into being as a clan in the Dark Age period,
and presumably this explains Donald Gregory's statement that

the MacGregors were already an “"ancient tribe" by the time of the

17 More recently, however, W.D.H. Sellar

has challenged the notion of a royal descent:,.]8 while he and others

Wars of Independence.

have suggested that the eponym must have lived in the fourteenth

and not the ninth c:entur',y..]9

Secondly, there is the question of the MacGregors' settlement

pattern. There is general agreement that the earliest area with

15. Watson, Scottish Verse, xvii.
16. R. Douglas, The Baronage of Scotland (Edinburgh, 1798), 493;

MacGregor, Clan Gregor i, 5; W.D.H. Sellar, "Higbland Family
Origins - Pedigree Making and Pedigree Faking", in The Inverness

Field Club, The Middle Ages in the Highlands (Inverness, 1981),
109.

17. Gregory, Inquiry, 133.
18. Sellar, op. cit., 109-10.

19. 1Ibid., 110; Companion to Gaelic Scotland, 44, 174; R.A. Dodghson,
‘Pretense of Blude' and 'Place of thair Duelling': The Nature of
Scottish Clans, 1500-1745, in (edd.) R.A. Houston and I.D. Whyte,

Scottish Society 1500-1800 (Cambridge, 1989), 195.



which the MacGregors can confidently be associated is Glen
Orchy.20 However, Gregory's belief that there was already

a heavy MacGregor presence throughout western Perthshire by
the later thirteenth centuryZ] is directly at odds with W.R.
Kermack's assertion that, "there is little actual evidence that

MacGregors were extensively settled outside Argyll", before

1432.2°

Finally, we have already referred to the general assumption
that relations between the MacGregors and the Campbells were always

hostile. Indeed, W.R. Kermack has argued that it was as a direct

consequence of their being deprived of Glen Orchy by the Campbells

in 1432 that the MacGregors were forced to disperse eastwards;23

and in this he has been followed by R.A. Dodghson, who speaks

of "the retreat of the MacGregors in the face of expansion by the

24

Campbells of Glen Orchy". But a different view is advanced

by Rev. W. Gillies. While Gillies argued that the MacGregors were

settled in Breadalbane before the Campbells of Glen Orchy arrived
there, he clearly did not believe that the MacGregors had been
driven eastwards because of Campbell expansion. On the contrary,
he suggests that, "relations between the MacGregors and the early
lairds of Glenorchy were quite good" and that trouble began only

after the accession of Cailean Liath, sixth laird of the Glen

Orchy Campbells, in 1550.%°
We turn from the MacGregors to consider the wider historio-

graphical background. While it would be true to say that recent

20. Gregory, Inquiry, 130-1; Kermack, The Clan MacGregor, 5-83

Companion to Gaelic Scotland, 173-4.
21. Gregory, Inquiry, 132-3.

22. Kermack, The Clan MacGregor, 13.
23. Ibid., 12.

24. R.A. Dodghson, op. cit., 195, n.96.
25. Gillies, Breadalbane, 362-3.



years have seen a marked improvement in the state of our knowledge
of the late medieval Highlands, particularly as a result of the
work of W.D.H. Sellar, Rev. W. Matheson and Dr. J.W.M. Bannerman,26
it is nevertheless obvious that a vast amount of authoritative
analysis remains to be done, both on the nature of society and

its institutions, and on the individual histories of particular
kindreds and localities. There is still a tendency for historians
to produce surveys of clanship and society which range over

27

the whole Highland area, and cover long time spans, ' when what

is really needed is detailed research at the local level. The
bulk of the ‘recent research which has adopted a local perspective

has focussed almost entirely upon one particular zone, the Lordship

28

of the Isles. No other region has yet received comparable

attention.

In the case of the present study, therefore, which is largely
concerned with the territories lying immediately to the east of

Argyll, the only existing guides are local histories, some of
which - notably Rev. W. Gillies' In Famed Breadalbane - are fine
examples of the genre, but which nevertheless are in no sense
a substitute for rigorous scholarly analysis. Again, certain

themes or issues which impinge upon this thesis, such as the

26. For the works of these historians see the bibliography 1in

Companion to Gaelic Scotland.

27. See e.g., R.W. Munro, "The Clan System - Fact or chtion?" in
The Inverness Field Club, The Middle Ages 1in thg Highlands
(Inverness, 1981), 117-29; R.A. Dodghson, op. cit.; D.

Stevenson, Alasdair MacColla and the Highland Problem in
the Seventeenth Century (Edinburgh, 1980), Chapter 1.
28. See especially Bannerman, "The Lordship of the Isles"; Steer and

Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture.



remarkable rise of Campbell power, and the role of the crown
in the late medieval Highlands, are at present severely under-
researched.

Such, then, is the historiographical setting which has
conditioned the scope and attentions of the present enquiry.
In terms of the MacGregors themselves, our aim is to conduct a critical
analysis of their history before 1571, investigating issues such as
their origins, settlement pattern and relationship with the Campbells
in an attempt to provide a rational explanation of the notoriety
the MacGregors had achieved by the late sixteenth century. In the
process it 1s hoped to create a secure foundation upon which future
studies of MacGregor history beyond 1571, and indeed beyond 1603,
might be built. Our approach will be almost wholly political:
social, economic and cultural matters will be considered only insofar

as they contribute to the establishment of a basic political frame-

work.

In more general terms, it is hoped to use our examination of
the MacGregors as a means of shedding light upon wider issues such
as the rise of the Campbells and the role of the crown in the
late medieval Highlands. This thesis will also attempt to create
a model for a new type of clan history, by eschewing the partisan-
ship and genealogical tunnel-vision which so often blights the
genre, seeking instead to maintain an awareness of the broader
historical canvas of which the MacGregors formed a part. Finally,
we shall attempt to provide a more detailed examination of the

mechanisms operating within the kin-based society in a particular



locality of the late medieval Highlands than has been carried
out hitherto, in the belief that it is only once a whole series
of similar local studies has been completed that a general |

history of the late medieval Highlands can be written.
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CHAPTER I
ORIGINS AND POLITICAL SETTING

"The study ... of clan - or lineage-based societies -

. is comparatively recent. It would seem that until recently
researchers were unwilling to accept the reality of the claims
of common descent which constitute the basic qualification of a
clan".]

The words of a modern Irish historian apply with even more
force to Scotland, where serious research into the origins and
evolutions of clans is still in its infancy. Nevertheless, the
most recent work on the Scottish side has pointed to the same
conclusion that the key factor which made a clan a clan was

the claim to descent from a common ancestor or eponym, many of

2

whom can be identified as historical figures. In examining

the origins of Clann Griogair the first task we must setl
ourselves is identification of the eponym. Let us begin, however,
with the name he bore.

The forename which in modern Scottish Gaelic is normally
spelt Griogair, derives ultimately from the Greek verb gregoréo,
'to be watchful'. Thus Gregdrios (Lat. Gregorius) meant

'‘watchman', and we can readily understand how the pastoral

connotations of the name gave rise to its considerable popularity
in the ecclesiastical context. It was borne by two fourth

century fathers of the Eastern Church, and by no less than 16

1. Nicholls, Gaelic and Gaelicised Ireland, 8.

2. Companion to Gaelic Scotland, 43-4, and the sources there cited;
Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, 103-4.
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Popes, commencing with St. Gregory the Great at the turn of

the sixth and seventh centuries. Doubtless it was St. Gregory's
fame, coup]ed;wﬁth the framework of the Early Christian Church,
which explains the wide currency achieved by the name in

continental Europe (Ital. Gregorio, Gmn. Gregor, Fr. Grégoire).3

We can posit three routes by which the name could have
entered the Gaelic milieu in Scotland. The first two depend

on evidence from Ireland. The surety list of one of the Gaelic

notitiae in The Book of Kells, dated 1033 x 1049, includes

ri Maige Lacha .i. Gilla Griquir Ua Dum[muic] (the king of

Magh-Lacha, Gilla-Griquir & Dummaig).4 The form Gilla-Griguir
(literal meaning, "devotee of Gregory") implies the existence of
a cult, presumably devoted to St. Gregory the Great; and it is
conceivable that the second element of the compound subsequently
became detached from the first and used as a forename in its own
right.

Secondly, in the twelfth century in Ireland, we find
the Latin form Gregorius being used as the equivalent of the
Gaelic names Gréne and Gill-Aeda, the former borne by a bishop
of Dublin, the latter by a bishop of Cork.5 Between the early
twelfth and late thirteenth centuries, Gregorius was applied to
several Scottish ecclesiastics: bishops of Moray, Dunkeld, Ross
and Brechin, a dean of Strathspey, and an archdeacon of 3St.

Andrews.6 Hence it is possible that some of these men had

3. Rev. P. Woulfe, Sloinnte Gaedal is Gall (Dublin, 1923), 188-9;

E.G. Withycombe, The Oxford Dictionary of English Christian Names
(Oxford, 1977), 139.

4. (Ed.), G.Mac Niocaill, Notitiae as Leabhar Cheanannais 1033-1161
(Dublin, 1961), 12. T

5. (Edd.), T.W. Moody, F.X. Martin, F.J. Byrne, A New History of
Ireland, ix, Maps, Genealogies, Lists (Oxford, 1984), 309, 295.
6. Watt, Fasti, 214; 94; 266; 39; 243; 305.
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Gaelic personal names with which Gregorius was being equated.

Gregorius could then have come to be used as a Gaelic forename

in its own right, ultimately assuming the form Griogair.
Thirdly, there is the possibility of Norman influence.

The Normans brought the name to England, where, in the form

7

Gregory, it was common by the twelfth century. The earliest

bearers of the name in Scotland - Gregory de Melville (1165 x 1170,

1185 x 1189) and Gregory son of Geoffrey (1165 x 1174), who were

possibly one and the same person - were clearly Norman incomers.8

Subsequent examples are John son of Gregory, master of a Scottish

ship arrested at Lynn in England in 1226;9 William son of Gregory,

10

prepositer of the burgh of Crail in 1330 and 1343; = and Gregory

Lely, granted a remission in an account rendered by the sheriff

1

of Forfar in 1359. The forename Gregory could have been borrowed

directly into Gaelic.

The earliest recorded instance of the name in Gaelic seems

to be Grigair mac Gilla na nangeal ap manach Erenn (Grigair son

of Gilla-na-nangeal, abbot of the monks of Ireland), who died in

1216.]2 But the name never took root in Ireland, despite its

comparative popularity with the early Anglo-Norman sett]ers.]3

In Scotland, the earliest occurrence is apparently Gregor Makenkerd

7. Withycombe, op.cit., 139. ‘

8. RRS ii, nos. 45, 59, 78, 266; G.W.S. Barrow, The Anglo-Norman
Era in Scottish History (Oxford, 1980), 96.

9. CDS i (1108-1272), no. 934.

10. ER i (1264-1359), 265, 305, 520.

11. Ibid., 591.

12. (Ed.), W.M. Hennessy, The Annals of Loch C& (Rolls Series, 1871),

13. Woulfe, op.cit., 189.



(i.e. mac an ceaird, son of the gold- or silver-smith) in
1297.]4 What was to prove the most significant attribution of

the name in this context, namely to Griogair, eponymous ancestor

of the MacGregors, must have taken place about this time, in the

late thirteenth or early fourteenth centuri‘esi..]5

OQur knowledge of the eponym, and of the earliest MacGregors,
derives almost entirely from genealogical and annalistic evidence.
Three pedigrees of the early MacGregor chiefs have survived. In

the form in which we possess them all three can be said to have

been composed between 1415 x 1440 on the one hand and c.1512 on the

other. Two are to be found in that remarkable compilation,
principally of Gaelic poetry, but including also material 1in

Latin and Scots, made in the early sixteenth century and generally

16

known as The Book of the Dean of Lismore. The title derives

from a note on p.27: Lliber domini Jacobi mcgregor Decani Lismorensis.
Sir James (Seumas) belonged to a family which we shall refer to in

the future as the family of the dean of Lismore. It was based

at Tulaich a'Mhuilinn near Fortingall at the mouth of Glen Lyon,

and seems to have maintained a long association with the parish
church of Fortinga11.17 The combination of wide-ranging cultural

and literary interests with service to the church over several

generations places the family among the professional learned
orders of Gaelic society. There is considerable internal evidence

that sir Seumas, his brother Donnchadh, and their father Dubhghall

‘14. €DS ii (1272-1307), no. 942. On cerd, a gold- or silver-smith,
see Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, 145. A possible

earlier instance could be Gregorius Oder, on record in 1296, if we

interpreted Oder as the personal epithet odhar (CDS ii (1272-1307), no.
576; Dictionary of the Irish Lanquage (Royal Irish Academy, Dublin,

1913-76), Odor.

15. Infra, p. 2I.

16. NLS, Advocates' MS. 72.1.37.

17. Watson, Scottish Verse, xiv-xv; Chron. Fortingall, summer 1558:
infra, P. 17.
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played the critical roles in determining the contents of The

Book of the Dean of Lismore.

18 Taus the large amount of MacGregor-

related material it contains need hardly surprise us. The two

genealogies can be extracted from poems which rehearse the

pedigrees of the respective MacGregor chiefs they eulogise.

The first, by Mac Giolla Fhionntog an Fear-dana, addresses

Maol-Coluim, chief from 1415 to 1440; the second, by Donnchadh,

brother of the dean, addresses Eoin Dubh, chief from 1461 to

1519.

Dubh's pedigree on p.144.

manuscript, nine folios long,generally known as MS 1467.

19 Donnchadh also gives us a prose version of Eoin

20

Our third genealogy is one of a number contained in a Gaelic

21 1he

genealogies are all on f.1 : ff.2-9 contain religious material

and also provide evidence as to authorship and date and place

of composition. At the top of f.7 we are told that the

account of the Passion of Christ just completed was written

down by Dubhghall Albannach mac mhic Chathail in the presence

of Eilis Buitiléir (Elizabeth Butler) in 1467. Ff.4-5 have

drawn upon them the measurements of Christ's feet, and a note

states that this was done for Dubhghall Albannach by Tanaidhe

0 Maolconaire in the house of MacEgan brehon of Ormond. Thus

we may be confident that "ff.2-9 at least were written in the

general area of the Butler territories of Ormond in 1467",

18.

19.
20.

21.
22.

22

See especially the poem beginning, Duanaire na Sracaire, by

Fionnlagh Macnab, which instructs Dubhghall to'write the song-

book” (Watson, Scottish Verse, 2-5; also ibid., xvi-xvii). Donnchadh
is one of the best represented Scottish poets in the collection with
five poems. Seumas and Dubhghall, as notaries public (infra,

may well have determined the use of secretary script and an
orthography based mainly on Scots which we find in the book: cf.

the legal styles on pp. 27, 35, 90, 92a, 223, 301, 314 fgmt. 4r.

NLS, Advocates' MS. 72.1.37, 209ff. (printed Watson, Scottish Verse,
26-31); 1bid., 208.5ff. (printed Watson, Scottish Verse, 212-7).

For a facsimile see (ed.), T. McLauchlan, The Dean of Lismore's
Book (Edinburgh, 1862), frontispiece. -

NLS, Advocates' MS. 72.1.1.
Black, Catalogue,
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and it would seem likely that the genealogies on f.l were written
down around the same date. Ronald Black has argued that the

way in which the pedigrees are crammed together "suggests

that until now f.1 had been left blank as a cover for the

rest of the MS, and that it was being hastily employed as the

23

only available material on which to write the text",”™ which

would place the writing of the genealogies in or after 1467.
It is clear that the pedigrees in MS 1467 derive in part
from a genealogical compilation originally made c¢.1400. However,

the likelihood is that it does not do so directly, but rather via

an intermediate stage or stages. The evidence for this, which

is analysed in detail in Appendix I, rests on the fact that certain
pedigrees in MS 1467 have been brought down beyond c.1400. The

MacGregor pedigree is of this number. It comes down as far as

Pédraig, chief between 1440 and 1461, and is thus the second of

our three pedigrees according to chronological sequence.

The dates used in the preceding paragraphs to determine the
lengths of the chiefships of Maol-Coluim, Padraig and Eoin Dubh,
are derived from our second source type, annalistic evidence
contained in two late-medieval chronicles which we shall call
The Chronicle of the Book of the Dean of Lismore (Chron. BDL)

and The Chronicle of Fortingall (Chron. Fortingall). The

former is to be found between pp. 186-197 incl. of The Book of

th_Dggﬂ_gf_Ligmggg.24 The whereabouts of the original of the

latter are currently unknown, but an edition was published by

23. Ibid.
24. It was edited by D. Gregory, "A short obituary relating to the

Highlands", Arch. Scotica iii (1831), 317-28.
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Cosmo Innes in 1855.%°

Both chronicles largely consist of what we might call local
sections, which record the deaths of prominent men and women,
principally from the central and western Highlands, between

1390 and 1542 in the case of Chron. BDL, and 1390 and 1579 in
the case of Chron. Fortingall. Between 1390 and 1542, the
Tocal section of Chron. BDL contains 82 entries, that of
Chron. Fortingall 119. 13 are unique to Chron. BDL., 50

to Chron. Fortingall, while they share 69 entries. This
implies that neither chronicle derives wholly from the other,
and that both derive, ultimately and to some extent, from

a common ancestor, compilation of which presumably commenced

in 1390.

Further analysis suggests that the local sections share

two chief characteristics. Firstly, it is clear that the

focal point from which their entries emanate is Fortingal].26

Secondly, there is a marked emphasis upon Clann Griogair.
This is especially true of the earlier entries. The first
three in each chronicle (one of which is unique to each
chronicle, giving four entries in total) concern the
MacGregor ruling family. The death of every MacGregor chief
is recorded down to 12 April 1528.

Hence we would immediately suspect that members of the
family of the dean of Lismore were the moving spirits behind
the compilation of each chronicle and of their common ancestor.

It is possible to marshal some genealogical evidence in support

25. Taymouth Bk., 109-48.
26. Cf. Chron. Fortingall, 1531, Beltane 1532, 23 March 1566,

16-23 September 1576.
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of this argument. In a colophon on p.144 of The Book of the
Dean of Lismore, the dean's brother Donnchadh names his father
as Dubhghall Maol and his grandfather as Eoin Riabhach. W.d.
Watson was prepared to extend the pedigree further on the basis

of the following entry in Chron. Fortingall:

Dec. 1542 - Obitus Katherine Neyn Ayn
Weyll sponsse Johannis MCAyn Rawych
VCGewycar apud Aychly.
Watson identified Ayn Rawych (i.e. Eoin Riabhach) with Dubhghall

Maol's father. If he was correct to do so, then Eoin Riabhach

was mac a'Bhiocair - the son of the vicar.27

On 30 July 1406, Robert bishop of Dunkeld issued a precept
charging that sir John (Eoin) of Glen Orchy, priest of the
diocese of Argyll, be inducted into possession of the vicarage
pensionary of Fortingaﬂ.28 We shall see that Eoin's bearing

this designation at this particular date makes it probable that

29

he was a member of the MacGregor ruling family. To identify

him with a'Bhiocair, the apparent progenitor of the family of
the dean of Lismore, would be to explain how and when the
association of this family with Fortingall began. 1406 is
sufficiently close to 1390 as to allow us to suggest that this
same man commenced the keeping of an annal at Fortingall, the
commo;'source from which Chron. BDL and Chron. Fortingall are
at Téast in part derived. His being of the MacGregor ruling

family would explain why the chronicles are so well informed

about that family, especially in their earliest entries.

27. Watson, Scottish Verse, Xxv.

28. HMC vii, pt. i1 (Atholl Charters), 706, no. 19.
29. Infra, pp. 37-8.



These entries provide a valuable supplement to the information
contained in our three genealogies.

What the foregoing analysis of our sources means is
that we possess a good range of material stemming from the
native milieu, principally from the MacGregors themselves,
with which to examine the origins of the clan. That evidence
has been tabulated (see Table I). Let us make two preliminary
points. Firstly, in terms of comparative value the pedigree

of 1415 x 1440 is a better source than the other two. It is

earlier than them, and as its own brevity suggests is purely a
biological statement in a way that they manifestly are not.30
In so far as the two overlap it is in agreement with the
annalistic evidence, which we have argued derives from a
chronicle being compiled on a contemporary basis. Secondly,
Donnchadh Beag, the earliest ancestor given in the pedigree of
1415 x 1440, also occurs in the later pedigrees. Hence he

can conveniently be employed as a dividing line around which

we can shape our discussion. Let us postpone consideration of
the lower segments of the later pedigrees for the moment, and

concentrate on comparing their upper segments with the pedigree

of 1415 x 1440.

13

There are three discrepancies. Firstly, the c.1512 pedigrees

add two extra generations - Eoin and Maol-Coluim - between
Griogair and Donnchadh Beag. This goes against the testimony
of the genealogy of 1415 x 1440 and of MS 1467, and hence is to

be rejected. These names may have been added for numerical

30. For the 'contamination' of the later pedigrees by 'political’

ideas, see infra, pp. 30-1, 31-3, 116-7.
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reasons, for Donnchadh mac Dhubhghaill Mhaoil seems to have

been preoccupied with trying to interpret the pedigrees he

wrote down, especially the poetic version, according to an

elaborate and still obscure numerical framework.

31 The fact

that the genealogy of 1415 x 1440 gives Griogair a brother

called Maol-Coluim could suggest that both Maol-Coluim and

Eoin were brothers of Griogair who became absorbed into the

c.1512 pedigrees as his lineal predecessors.

The other two discrepancies both occur in the upper segment

of the pedigree in MS 1467. Firstly, comparison with the

other sources makes it clear that the top two generations

have been inverted. Secondly, Eoin Dubh, a common factor

elsewhere, has been omitted completely. The MacGregor

pedigree is not unique in this respect. It would seem that

Dubhghall Albannach was pressed for time as well as space, for

his writing (especially when set against the neatness of his

hand in ff.2-9) is careless to the point of illegibility 1n

places,

32 33

while mistakes are not infrequent. Some of these,

no doubt, were in Dubhghall's source, but others seem to be

due to the way in which Dubhghall copied his source. In the

31.

32.
33.

Watson, Scottish Verse, 214-17, vv.11-14. The colophon with
which Donnchadh concludes the prose version (transliterated in
Black, Catalogue) begins:

Agus an Kennane sin b'e ard-righ Albainn

gu deimhinn 's an nuair. sin, agus an t-Eoin seo

an t'aon duine deug on Kennane seo
[and this Kennane was high-king of Scotland in truth at that
time, and this Eoin is the eleventh man from this Kennane].
See Black, Catalogue for comments.
For example, Dubhghall, the MacDougall eponym, is made the
son rather than the brother of Raghnall, and the latter is
consequently wrongly described as the point at which Clann
Ruairi, Clann Domhnaill and Clann Dubhghaill converge
(MS 1467, f.lv, bc32-3, 47-8; Skene, Celtic Scotland,
iii, 470 n.19, 472 n.25). | -
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Campbell pedigree Dubhghall names two individuals as Ailean.

One of them occurs at the place where we would expect to

find Cailean MOr, from whom the style of the Campbell chiefs
derived. These look like dictation errors:34 Dubhghall has
heard "mhic Aﬂfi'n" for the phonetically very similar "mhic
Chaﬂz'in". Dictation might help to explain the omission of
Eoin Dubh from the MacGregor pedigree, for Dubhghall could
easily have made the two successive "Eoins" into one. The
inversion of Maol-Coluim and Padraig could be explained by our
argument that several stages lie behind MS 1467 as we have it.
If the MacGregor pedigree were part of the original compilation
made ¢.1400, then the names of Maol-Coluim and Padraig were
added subsequently. In Appendix I we argue that this was probably
done at an intermediate phase rather than by Dubhghall Albannach
himself. Thus we could postulate a situation whereby, when

the names came to be added to the MacGregor pedigree, perhaps
there was room for only one name to be inserted.into the text,

the other being placed alongside. When this came to be copied

by a subsequent scribe, perhaps Dubhghall Albannach himself,
both names were incorporated but in the wrong order.35
We can now return to the eponymous Griogair. Qur sources
are unanimous: the only candidate is Griogair, son of Donnchadh
Beag and father of Eoin. Since Eoin died in 1390 Griogair

himself must have flourished in the first half of the fourteenth

century.

34, Judging by the appearance of the phrase do gabh, ‘took it down
from dictation', in the colophons of several Gaelic MSS, it would

appear that dictation was commonly employed in the copying process.
The phrase occurs in the colophon beginning at f.7r al in MS 1467,

which refers to the preceding passage concerning the Passion of
Christ (C. Plummer, "On the Colophons and Marginalia of Irish
Scribes", Proceedings of the British Academy (London, 1926), 16,

n.4; Black, Catalogue).
35. I owe this suggestion to David E. Brown.
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Thus the assertion which we find in the MacGregor origin-

legend, in the fully developed form which it assumed in the

early-modern period, that the eponym was a brother or son of

the ninth century Kenneth MacAlpin (in some versions he even

displaces Kenneth), King of Scots and Picts, is revealed as a

myth.

36 The notion of a royal descent from Kenneth MacAlpin

first began to be promulgated in the late fifteenth and early

sixteenth centuries, our fullest statement of it at that time

coming in Donnchadh mac Dhubhghaill Mhaoil's poem and prose

genealogy.

3 Donnchadh, however, made no attempt to tamper

with the eponym. The key influence in that respect was

Hector Boece, who had transformed Girig, the obscure king who

reigned with Eocha, grandson of Kenneth MacAlpin, from 878-889,

into a Dark Age superhero, Gregor or Gregory the Great, conqueror

in turn of the Danes, Britons and Irish.

38 Boece's invention

was seized upon in a work entitled A Latin History of the

Alpinian Family, presumably composed between the late sixteenth

and eighteenth centuries when it was recovered from the Scots

College at Paris by the poet David Mallet or Malloch (d. 1765),

who himself claimed MacGregor descent.

39 This work seems to have

identified Gregory the Great with the eponym of Clann Griogair,

and connected him genealogically with Kenneth MacAlpin. Further

36.

37.
X 38.

39.

For general discussion see D. Sellar, "Highland Family Origins -
Pedigree Making and Pedigree Faking", in The Middle Ages in the
Highlands (Inverness Field Club, 1981), 109-110.

Infra, pp. 31-3, 117 n. 257.

(Edd.), E.C. Batho and H.W. Husbands, The Chronicles of Scotland
compiled by Hector Boece. Translated into Scots by John Bellenden
1531 (STS, Edinburgh and London, 1941), i1, 69-80.

R. Douglas, The Baronage of Scotland (Edinburgh, 1798), 493; (ed.),

S. Lee, Dictionary of National Biography (London, 1909), xii, 869-72.
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myth-making was an inevitable part of such a process, and reached

its apotheosis in the article on the name 'MacGregor' in Douglas'

Baronage of Scotland (1798), a piece of sustained fiction marred

only by the occasional intrusion of fact.40

The belief 1n royal descent from Gregory the Great and/or Kenneth
MacAlpin has persisted to the present day both in the popular mind

and in clan histories, thus explaining the disproportionate amount

41

of space which the latter devote to the Dark Ages. Even at a

42

more scholarly level the idea has been influential. It must

help to explain Donald Gregory's belief that the MacGregors

were already an "ancient tribe" at the time of the First War of

Independence.43

Gregory also believed that the surname MacGregor could

already be found in the records of that period, but it can readily

be shown that the 'MacGregors' concerned were in fact Lamonts.44

Gregory also interpreted the earliest entry in the chronicles,

the obit. of Johannes Gregorii de Glenvrquhay in 1390, as

45

another instance of the surnane. As we have seen, the

genealogical evidence points unambiguously to the conclusion

that Gregorii represents a patronymic here. Furthermore,

analysis of the naming techniques in use in the late-medieval

40. Douglas, Baronage, 493-505.

41. MacGregor, Clan Gregor i, 5-15. F. MacGregor, Clan Gregor
(Edinburgh, 1977).
42. Kermack, The Clan MacGregor, 4.

43. Gregory, Inquiry, 133.

44. In the records of the parliament of 1293 they are described as Lawemundus

MCGreghere and Anneesius filijus Duncani MCGregere; and again as
Lochmanus M®Kilcolmi MCErewer and Enegusius MCErewar (APS i (1124-
1423), 447b, 448a). Comparison with genealogical and other record

evidence makes it clear that these men are to be respectively iden-
tified with Laghmann, eponymous ancestor of the Lamonts, and his
col Tateral relation Aonghas; and that MCGreghere/MCGregere/MCErewer/

MCErewar is for Mac (Mhic) Fhearchair (Lamont Papers, 1, 4-8: W.D.H.
Sellar, "Family Origins in Cowal and Knapdale™, SS xv, pt.i (1971), 23,
27, 33). For further comment on the forms MCErewer/MCErewar see

infra, p. 67.
45. Arch. Scotica iii (1831), 320, n. (a).
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west highlands, in documents and monumental inscriptions, shows

that the forename followed by the father's forename in the

46

genitive was a very common formula. In the course of the

present study only three cases of Gregorii representing the

47

surname MacGregor have been discovered, ' while the work of

J.W.M. Bannerman on the west highlands in general adds only

one more possible example.48

Naturally enough, the surname MacGregor only came into

being after the lifetime of the eponymous Griogair himself,

It was in use by the first half of the fifteenth centur'y.49

It might be argued that this seems to allow insufficient time
for the surname to have evolved. In fact, recent research
on the process of kindred-formation has emphasised above all

else the rapidity with which the process could take place.

Given the appropriate conditions, we reqularly find that within

two or three generations of the eponym, his name was being borne

by his specific successors as chiefs, as their style; by his

descendants collectively, as their clan name, and by his

descendants individually, as their surname.50

Let us give some examples. In the case of the three kindreds

- Clann Dubhghaill, Clann Domhnuill and Clann Ruairi - which

derived from Clann Somhairle, in terms of generations beyond
the eponym, we find the surname in use in the second generation

in Clann Ruairi and Clann Domhnuill; in the third, in Clann

46. Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, 8/. o
47. Breadalbane Muns., SRO GD112/1/2/48; Fraser, Grant 111, 261-2;
AT, 11 February 1520. Significantly, all three instances concern

the family of the dean of Lismore.

48. Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, 122 and n.14,

49. Infra, pp. 25-7.

50. Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, 104; cf. Nicholls,
Gaelic and Gaelicised Ireland, 11.



Dubhghaill.

to the second generation in Clann Ruairi

Clann Domhnuill.

is in use in the third generation.

25

] The earliest instance of the style may date

L and the third in

23 In the case of the MacKinnons the surname

o4 In the case of the

Lamonts, the surname is in use in the third, the clan name in

the fourth generation.

Monydrain in MS 1467

55 The pedigree of the MacSorleys of

L is headed genelach cloinne somairle,

and begins with Domhnall, in the fourth generation from the

eponym. The earliest instances of the style and surname are

in the third generation, with Domhnall's father Gill-easbuig,

who in charters of 1410 and 1414 is referred to as Celestinus

Angusii dictus Maksowirle (the style) and Celestinus McSowerle

(the surname) respectively.

o] In Ireland we find Diarmait na

nGall of Leinster (d.1171), who by lineage was Diarmait mac

Donnchada meic Murchada, bearing his grandfather's name as

style and surname in the contemporary annals.

58

The earliest occurrences of the style, clan name and surname

among the MacGregors have been tabulated (see Table 2), and fit

securely into the general pattern. Clan name, style and

(probably) surname were all in use three generations after

Griogair. In fact, if our earlier argument that the MacGregor

51.

02.
53.

54.
55,

56.
o/.

58.

MacRuairi: Stevenson, Documents ii, no. 445; Barrow, Robert

Bruce, 153, n.1. MacDonald: Annals of Loch Cé, 1299. This

is Alexander (Alasdair), son of Aonghas Mor, son of Domhnall.
MacDougall: ibid. This is Alexander (Alasdair), son of

Eoghan -, son of Donnchadh, son of Dubhghall.

Barrow, Robert Bruce, 408, n.l.

(Edd.), W.M. Henessy and B. Mac Carthy, Annals of Ulster (1887-1901),
1318; for his identity see (ed.), S.Mxc Airt, The Annals of
Inisfallen (Dublin, 1951), 1318, and Steer and Bannerman,

Monumental Sculpture, 203.
Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, 104.

Lamont Papers, 10, nos. 16 and 17, where Donnchadh is in the
third generation although the surname is actually applied to Eoin

in the second; MS 1467 f. Ir el9.
F. 1v bll.

Highland Papers iv, 236; AT, 4 June 1414,
B. 0 Cuiv, "Two Notes", Eigse xvi (1975-6), 136-7.
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pedigree in MS 1467 was part of the original compilation made
c.1400, is correct, it would mean that the clan name was in
use within two generations of Griogair's death.

The entries in the chronicle make an interesting sequence,
especially if we accept that compilation was carried out on
a contemporary basis. Eoin (who bore the epithet Cam, one-eyed)
son of Griogair, and his son and successor Eoin Dubh, are both
identified by patronymics. We do find the surname applied

to Eoin Dubh, but retrospectively, in the entries concerning

his wife, and his son and successor Maol-Coluim. It is only

with Padraig, son of Maol-Coluim, that we find the chief referred

to simply by the surname.
Of the clutch of references between 1428 and 1434, it is
likely that only that of 1430 is an instance of the surname.

In the document of 1428, Gregorii, for reasons already advanced,

59

1s almost certainly a patronymic. Comparison with the other

names listed in the document suggests that the scribe was careful
to distinguish between the patronymic and surname by using the
Latin genitive to represent the former, and Scotticised versions

of Gaelic forms in mac (M®Arthour, M®Nab) to represent the latter.

The forms on record in 1434 are more problematic. It is

naturally tempting to identify Malcolmus Johannis Gregorii with
the chief, Malcolmus Johannis Nigri MCGregour (d.1440) in which

case Gregorii would here represent the surname. However, the

Latin forename followed by two dependent Latin genitive forms

60

was another very common contemporary naming formula, ~ and in

. 59. Supra, pp. 23-4.
60. Steer and Bannerman, Monumental Sculpture, 87-8.



2%

every instance so far found bar one, the genitives represent

61

the forenames of the father and grandfather. Furthermore,

the scribe responsible for this document again appears to
reserve the Latin genitive form for patronymics and the form
in mac for surnames. The likelihood is, therefore, that
Malcolmus and Alexander were collaterals, perhaps descending
from a Griogair, brother of Eoin Cam,

Johannes MacGregor, lord of Ardinconnel (north of Helensburgh
at the mouth of the Gareloch) remains to be discussed. MacGregor
could be patronymic or surname. The fact that he was already an
established territorial lord may favour the surname, particularly

since the lands he held, as we shall see, were some considerable

distance from the lands where his kindred were still largely based

62

at this date, ~ which might make the surname a more meaningful

way of describing him. If so this would be its first occurrence

outwith the immediate lineage of the chiefs themselves.

Thus far we have established that the eponymous Griogair
flourished in the first half of the fourteenth century, and that
the clan to which he gave his name was in being by the first half
of the fifteenth century. Let us now consider two further
questions. Firstly, what can we deduce about the origins of

Clann Griogair itself? In other words, is it possible to trace

earlier incarnations of the lineage from which the clan ultimately

61. The exception is Robertus Duncani Lagmanni, chief of the
Lamonts, on record in 1410 (Highland Papers iv, 234).

Comparison with the Lamont pedigree in MS 1467 (f. 1r

e19-29) makes it clear that Lagmanni must represent the

surname MaclLaghmainn.
62. Infra, p. 48.



derived? Secondly, what were the immediate political
circumstances and setting within which the clan came into
being? At the outset, it must be emphasised that our attempts
to answer both questions will be conditioned by the sparse and
fragmentary nature of the evidence.

With respect to our first question, the principal sources
are the lower segments of the pedigrees in MS 1467 and of c.1512.

Let us, however, consider firstly the possibility, suggested

by one piece of later and independent evidence, and not
necessarily to be dismissed because of the ultimate course of
historical events, that the MacGregors were actually an offshoot

of Clan Campbell. In 1562 the then earl of Argyll referred to

the contemporary MacGregor chief as coming "of our hous".63

Since the mother of the chief concerned was a CampbeH,64

it might be arqued that the comment referred specifically to

him rather than to the MacGregor lineage in its entirety.
Against this, we could point to a bond of alliance made between
this same earl of Argyll and Patrick Lord Drummond in 1573,
"understanding the auld kyndnes and allya that hes this lang
tyme past standin betuix the houssis of Argyle and Drymmen and

now of laitt renewit be Patrik now Lord Drummond he beand

cum of my Lorde of Argyle's houss“.65 Nevertheless, while

later Campbell (and Drummond) traditional histories<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>